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Illinois has cut funding for human services almost every year for the past decade in real, inflation-adjusted terms. As the largest non-governmental funder of human services programs in the Chicago region, United Way of Metropolitan Chicago is acutely aware of the adverse impact of these budget cuts on families and is committed to protecting and improving vital services for our community.  

The recent economic downturn has exacerbated the strain on an already squeezed human services sector. Our state’s inability to align its revenue and spending priorities has brought about the most serious financial crisis in decades for Illinois state government.  This is particularly troubling at a time when demand for services is increasing and threatens the ability of residents to receive the support they need to be safe, healthy, educated and independent.  

United Way brings together leaders from government, corporations, human service providers and the community to develop innovative solutions to community problems.  As such, we fully recognize that protecting critical human services for families requires a comprehensive approach to resolving the state budget crisis.
Therefore, as policymakers seek a way to bridge the perilous gap between available resources and service demands, United Way of Metropolitan Chicago urges long-term reforms in taxing, spending, and the efficient delivery of public services. The depth and breadth of this fiscal crisis demand a comprehensive response and a shared commitment to a better future for our state.  

Given the size of the deficit and the unsustainable levels of spending United Way supports comprehensive fiscal reform that includes:

Pension reform. Fiscal reforms must address pension costs which will continue to grow significantly unless the system is reformed. A modernization of the pension system is vital to solving the long-term structural deficit problem and pension reform must provide a reliable, sustainable foundation for state pensions. 

New revenue streams. Until Illinois pursues new, stable, fair and diversified sources of revenue, funding for services critical to the health and well being of the people of our state will remain inadequate. 
Wise, strategic investments in human services. We must focus our attention on proven programs that provide economic stimulus and reinforce the safety net of services needed most. This includes supporting policies and programs than encourage job creation and retention through education and workforce development. By ensuring programs are being funded wisely and with the greatest possible return on investment we can protect families and begin the process of economic recovery
The magnitude of what is at stake in our current budget crisis is unprecedented. Residents in need will have to go without critical support for themselves and their families. Valuable community organizations will be forced to close their doors. Just over 75 years ago, in the grip of the Great Depression, the people of Chicago came together to create, fund and sustain a network of community services to help people in their time of  need, a network eventually known as United Way. As history seems to be repeating itself, it is time to come together once again.  We all have a shared interest and responsibility to ensure our public infrastructure includes a strong, well-managed network of nonprofit community services that protect public health, revitalize local economies and enhance learning.
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